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Questions to Exploreé

ºWhat do these standards have in common? 

ºHow do the standards overlap and integrate? 

ºHow do the standards connect to common 

assignments? 

ºIn what ways can librarians shape instruction?



An instructor has asked you to teach research skills in an 

upcoming class period.  S/he already wrote the assignment, 

you òsimplyó need to show the students what to do.

What content knowledge must the student have to complete 

the assignment? 

What assumptions does the professor make about studentsõ 

knowledge of the process of research? 

What attitudes or dispositions does the professor assume or 

expect? 

òHigh School to College Transitionó Teacher Librarian Dec. 2016. p.16



What assumptions & 

challenges do we 

have in common?



What do these standards have in common?
AASL Standards for the 21 st Century Learner Ą Common Core

AASL

º use an inquiry based research 

process (2.1.1)

º use strategies to draw conclusions 

and apply knowledge (2.1.3)

º read, view, and listen for information 

presented in any format (1.1.6 )

Common Core

º draw evidence form literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research ( 11-12.W.9)

º determine central ideas of a text 

(11-12.R.I.2)

º integrate and evaluate multiple 

sources presented in different formats 

(11-12.R.I.7)

Explore more via this Link to the crosswalk for AASL & CC

Primary Emphasis Ą Development of Critical Thinking Skills

http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards/crosswalk


ACRL 6 Frames
(alphabetically listed, no prioritization)

º Is Constructed and Contextual

º Information Creation as a Process

º Information Has Value

º Research as Inquiry

º Scholarship as Conversation

º Searching as Strategic Exploration

Information Literacy 

Competency Standards 

Framework for Information 

Literacy 



Searching for information is often nonlinear and 

iterative, requiring the evaluation of a range of 

information sources and the mental flexibility to 

pursue alternate avenues as new understanding 

develops.

Searching as Strategic Exploration



Searching as Strategic Exploration

*Formatting altered to emphasize skill levels.

Experts realize that information searching is a contextualized, complex 

experience that affects, and is affected by, the cognitive, affective, and 

social dimensions of the searcher. 

Novice learners may search a limited set of resources, while experts may 

search more broadly and deeply to determine the most appropriate 

information within the project scope. Likewise, novice learners tend to 

use few search strategies, while experts select from various search 

strategies, depending on the sources, scope, and context of the 

information need.



Searching as Strategic Exploration

Knowledge Practices
Learners who are developing their information literate abilities:

º determine the initial scope of the task required to meet their information needs;

º identify interested parties, such as scholars, organizations, governments, and industries, who might produce 
information about a topic and then determine how to access that information;

º utilize divergent (e.g., brainstorming) and convergent (e.g., selecting the best source) thinking when searching;

º match information needs and search strategies to appropriate search tools;

º design and refine needs and search strategies as necessary, based on search results;

º understand how information systems (i.e., collections of recorded information) are organized in order to access 
relevant information;

º use different types of searching language (e.g., controlled vocabulary, keywords, natural language) 
appropriately;

º manage searching processes and results effectively .



Dispositions

Learners who are developing their information literate abilities:

º exhibit mental flexibility and creativity

º understand that first attempts at searching do not always produce adequate results

º realize that information sources vary greatly in content and format and have varying 

relevance and value, depending on the needs and nature of the search

º seek guidance from experts, such as librarians, researchers, and professionals

º recognize the value of browsing and other serendipitous methods of information gathering

º persist in the face of search challenges, and know when they have enough information to 

complete the information task

Searching as Strategic Exploration



AASL StandardsĄ Framework for Information 

Literacy for Higher Education

AASL

º Demonstrate mastery of technology tools 

for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

(1.1.8) 

º Reflect on systematic process, and assess 

for completeness of investigation.

(2.4.2)

ACRL

º use different types of searching language 

(e.g., controlled vocabulary, keywords, 

natural language) appropriately

--Searching as Strategic Explorations - KP

º understand that first attempts at 

searching do not always produce 

adequate results 

-- Searching as Strategic Exploration ðD

*Key: KP = Knowledge Practice, D= Disposition



éthisFramework draws significantly upon 

the concept of metaliteracy, 7 which offers a 

renewed vision of information literacy as an 

overarching set of abilities in which students 

are consumers and creators of information 

who can participate successfully in 

collaborative spaces. 8 Metaliteracy

demands behavioral, affective, cognitive, 

and metacognitive engagement with the 
information ecosystem. 

Excerpted from Introduction of the Framework for Information 

Literacy for Higher Education
*Emphasis Added*

How do the standards 
overlap and integrate? 



ACRL Framework

Knowledge Practices + Dispositions = 

Demonstrated Understanding of Critical Thinking Skills

AASL Standards for 21st Century Learner

&

Common Core Standards

K-16 Librarians Share Common Goals, 

Struggles & Challenges



How do the standards connect to 

assignments?


